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the coat of arms of the European nobility. The Totem
descends invariably in the male line, and inter-marriages
never take place between persons of the same symbol or
family, even, should they belong to different and distinct
tribes, as they consider one another related by the closest
ties of blood and call one another by the nearest terms of
consanguinity.

Under the head of “The Totemic System” this peculiar
and important division of the Algics will be more fully
explained and illustrated. It is mentioned here only to
show the close ties which exist between the Ojibway and
the other tribes, who belong with them to the same generic
stock.

We have in the preceding remarks briefly explained
the general connection which the Ojibways bear with
other tribes, and indicated the grand section of which they
form a principal part or branch. We will now more par-
ticularly treat of them, as a separate tribe, and state their
present geographical position, numerical force, and inter-
tribal divisions.

A few remarks will not be inappropriate respecting the
definition of their tribal name.

Mr. Henry R. Schooleraft, the learned author on Indians,
who has written much concerning this tribe, says in one
of his works: *They call themselves Od-jib-wiig, which
is the plural of Od-jib-wa—a term which appears to denote
a peculiarity in their voice or manner of utterance.” In
another place he intimates that the word is derived from
“bwa” denoting voice. From this, the writer, through his
knowledge of the language, is constrained to differ, though
acknowledging that so far as the mere word may be re-
garded, Mr. Schoolcraft has given what, in a measure,
may be considered a natural definition ; it is, however, im-
probable, for the reason that there is not the slightest per-
ceivable pucker or “ drawing up,” in their manner of utter-



